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6TH GRADE SCIENCE
2009-2010
David Giddings, Instructor
Phone:  523-9600  ext. 32130
E-mail: dgiddings@spsmail.org
 “The true test of civilization is, not the census, nor the size of the cities, nor the crops, but the kind of person that the country turns out.”
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Course Content
This class will focus on giving each student a broad-based understanding of life science; environmental science;  physical science; and chemistry with an emphasis on the interrelationships between each area of science. A major intent is to foster an interest in and an appreciation of science so that the student will become a more active participant in science related issues later in life.  
Class Methods









Lecture / Class discussion
Lab activities
Individual research projects
Presentations

Outside reading and writing activities
Major Instructional Goals (see attached sheet)

This sheet will give a more detailed description of the topics included in this course.  It is taken from the combination of the SPS Major Instructional Goals for 6-8 Science.

Student Expectations
All students will be expected to be in attendance each day with necessary materials (see list).   Students will need to be prepared by completing assignments from the previous class session and have them when they are due. Unless stated on a specific assignment, all assignments will be due at the beginning of the hour on the day due.  Failure to do so will result in a reduction of points. (Please review the late assignment policy found in this syllabus)  Obtaining work missed because of an excused absence is the responsibility of the student.    There will be a daily assignment schedule on the board for the student to view and record into their agenda.  Each student will need to maintain an organized folder or notebook for daily assignments.   Students will be expected to participate in class activities, discussions, and projects.  Each student will complete a research project which includes a research paper and a visual/oral presentation to the class.  Other short essays and oral presentations will be part of this course as well.

 In order for students to be able to express ideas, opinions, and feelings freely, there must be a level of trust, respect, and acceptance of diverse thought within the classroom.  This is not something that just happens without conscious commitment on the part of EVERYONE in class.  For this reason, there will be a daily practice of allowing each other to be heard in a respectful and thoughtful atmosphere. Failure to develop this habit will not only limit the group, but will also limit each student’s class experience. There are THREE (3) RULES on which this class will operate.  These are referred to as the three R’s…Be Ready; Be Responsible; and Be Respectful. You will hear much more details about these rules in class.  Please know that inappropriate behavior /rudeness will not be tolerated.  Each student needs to develop and maintain responsibility for himself/herself.  The following consequences for a student not being responsible and respectful of others could result in a combination of the following:  personal warning; student conference in the hall or after class; verbal or written apology; parental contact; parent-student conference; discipline referral to the assistant principal.  
Grading
Selected daily assignments, labs, and short quizzes will make up the majority (65-75%) of your grade.  Projects and larger unit tests will comprise the remainder of your grade.  Students will also be assessed on how well they utilize class time; participation in group activities and discussions; and organizational skills.  It is important that students develop good time management skills and take responsibility for their work.  NO extra credit assignments will be available to replace regular class work.  Minimal points will be given for selected assignments signed by parents, Bulldog cards, and Learning Lab Cards (L.L. cards per semester).
                             A = 100-94%      B = 86-84%      C = 76-74%      D = 66-64%       


 A- = 93-90%      B- = 83-80%     C- =73-70%      D- = 63-60%


 B+ = 89-87%      C+ = 79-77%     D+ = 69-67%    I/F = 59-00%
Materials Needed
Agenda of some kind to record homework/ due dates
Composition book (for class notes)

Folder or notebook for daily work

Pens (blue or black ink)  *Many assignments will be accepted in ink or typed only.  (work such as essays, research papers and presentations  must be typed or completed NEATLY in ink.)   Students will be told in advance which papers need to be in ink or typed. 
Notebook paper (college ruled preferred)

Highlighter
Flash drive (not required but highly recommended)
New School-wide Policy regarding Cell Phones

Each Central student should have received a letter concerning use of cell phones during class time.  If you did not receive this letter please let me know and I will send a copy home with your student.  This rule will be strictly adhered to in my classroom.  There is a phone in my room if your student has to call home in an emergency.  
Laptops / Hand-held Electronic Devices

Although I generally encourage the use of technology in the classroom, I have found that in the hands of many middle school students, it often becomes a source of distraction for the student and others around him/her.  For this reason I have designated an area where laptops may be used for individual work.  This area will be on a first come, first served basis and any unfocused behaviors will result in loss of privileges.   Electronic/hand-held organizers/agendas will not be allowed during class time.  My reasoning here is that they also have become a distraction instead of a useful tool to many of my students and I cannot monitor individual students to determine whether the devices are being used appropriately or not.  I would also discourage these items from being brought to school for a security reason as well.  Unfortunately students have lost their handheld devices by leaving them on a table or under a chair.  I would not want this to happen to anyone.  
Late Assignment Policy

Daily Work:  All assignments will be given with a date due.  Assignments will be due at the beginning of the class period. Work that is not turned in when due will be accepted late with a 20% reduction. 
Major Project Work:  All projects will be given with a date due.  Work that is not turned in on that date at the beginning of the hour will be accepted on the following Monday with a 20% reduction. 
In BOTH of the above policies,  if the student does not submit the late work within a reasonable amount of time, the assignment will be recorded as a zero and the student will not have the opportunity to make the work up at a later date.  (My motto…”better late than never, but better never late”)
Absences

In the case the student has an excused absence on the day an assignment or project is due, he/she will have two (2) school days for each day the student’s absence occurred.  Those days will begin on the date the student returns to school.

Example:  Mary has an assignment due on Tuesday.  She is absent on Tuesday and Wednesday but returns to school on Thursday.  She will have four calendar days (excluding weekends or days school is not in session) to turn her work in without any deduction in grade.  Therefore her assignment would be due no later than the end of the day the following Tuesday.  

Parent/Home Communication
The ability for your child to experience his/her maximum success in my class depends upon open communication between parent-teacher-student.   If you have questions or concerns that need to be addressed please feel free to call or e-mail me. My number and address are listed at the top of the syllabus.  Thank you for your assistance in making this year a great one for your child.






Sincerely, 






David Giddings

 After reading and discussing the contents of this syllabus for 6th Grade Science, please sign below and have your child return this syllabus for credit by _______________.  You can remove the Major instructional goal sheet before returning the syllabus.  The syllabus will be given back to your student to keep.  Thank you!

______________________________________

Date____________________

          (Parent/Guardian Signature)

Parent/Guardian e-mail_________________

Home Phone__________________________

______________________________________

Date____________________

                  (Student Signature)

