Pre-IB Spanish I - Class Syllabus

Central High School - Room 141 

Home phone:  883-0792, Room phone:  523-9798

Email:  kpoulson@spsmail.org

Karen Poulson

Course description
This is a course in the fundamentals of the Spanish language:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The pace is accelerated and intensified in accordance with the requirements of a Pre-IB course.   THIS IS A HIGH SCHOOL CLASS, AND THE GRADES WILL BE PART OF YOUR GPA.
Major instructional goals
The student will:

-     ask and respond to questions on everyday topics 

- compose sentences in the present, pres. progressive, preterite, imperative.

- make comparative and superlative statements.

- use object pronouns.

- respond to simple directions.

- demonstrate an awareness of formal and informal forms of language.

- demonstrate orally and in writing a proficiency commensurate with the level of grammar and vocabulary taught in Pre-IB Spanish I.

- identify products of culture of Spanish-speaking countries such as art and music.

- locate Spanish-speaking countries and identify their capitals.

- compare aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures to his/her own culture.

- collect and discuss information about community activities where Spanish is used outside the classroom.

Grades
You will be graded on daily participation, homework, quizzes, tests, and special projects.  The grading scale will be:


89.5 – 93.4  A-
93.5 – 100
A

79.5 – 84.4  B-            84.5 – 86.4     B
86.5 – 89.4
B+

69.5 -  74.4  C-
74.5 – 76.4
C
76.5 – 79.4
C+
Class Guidelines
The class guideline is simple:  Respect yourself and others.  

Absences
Remember, you cannot make up attendance/participation points (see paragraph below concerning grades).  Therefore, be at school.  If you have been absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what assignments/quizzes, etc. you have missed.    Assignments will be accepted up to one week after the absence.  Any time you know you will be out more than three days, your parent may call the counseling center to set up a time to pick up work you can do while you are out.  Absences because of school-related activities do not count against you.

You are still responsible for turning in any missed work, but there will be no late-work penalty.

Late work
One class day late -10% cut in grade on that assignment; two days late -20% cut, etc., down to a D grade.  If the assignment is not turned in at all, you will receive an F on it, so, as you can figure out, it is better to turn in a late assignment than not turn one in at all.   Homework is NOT busy work!  It is an opportunity to practice what is learned in class.  Therefore, ALL of it is important. 

Cheating and/or plagiarism
Neither cheating nor plagiarism will be tolerated.  
Grades

- attendance/participation
10%

- final project

10%


- homework


10%

- tests


45%


- quizzes


15%

- final exam

10%

Daily attendance is critical in this class.  I know there will be times when it is necessary to be absent, and those times will not affect your grade much as long as you are keeping up with homework and participating in class when you are here.  However, excessive absences will have an impact on your grade since you cannot participate in class if you are not here.  Daily participation means taking risks and volunteering even if you feel “less than perfect” in your pronunciation or accuracy.  “Perfect” is neither expected nor required.  

Final Project
See the handout on your final project.  

Materials
- pocket folder for keeping assignments after they are returned to you.

- box of tissues (Kleenex, Puffs, e.g.)

- composition book – I have these for sale in the classroom for 50 cents if you want to just get one from me.

My door will always be open to you if you have a question or just need to talk.

To:  Parents

From:  Karen Poulson

Subject:  Communication about your child’s Pre-IB Spanish I class.

Date:  August 25, 2009
I will communicate with you through email, if you have it, at times this year.  I find it is a great way to keep in touch and to get questions answered quickly
My email address is at the top of the syllabus.  Feel free to contact me any time!  

Please return this page with your and your child’s signature. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

My child and I have read and understand the Pre-IB Spanish I Syllabus for 2009-2010.

Student Signature______________________________________

Student email _________________________________________

Parent Signature_______________________________________

Parent email ________________________________________Date___________

I would like to receive a copy of any email sent to my child.    ____ yes         ____no

