Pre-Algebra/Algebra Syllabus

August 25, 2009
Karen Poulson, Teacher

Room 141: 523-9798: Home: 883-0792; Cell: 425-2051 

email:  kpoulson@spsmail.org
Welcome to the pre-algebra/algebra class.  First quarter we will be working out of the Middle School Math Course 2 book, reviewing and reinforcing basic concepts.  At the beginning of second quarter, we will begin algebra and complete it by the end of the year.  This class is a preparatory class for honors geometry and will be conducted accordingly.  The pace will be accelerated so we may ensure completion of all the necessary prerequisites for geometry.  One way we will do this is to take a pretest on some chapters to determine the level of knowledge you are bringing to the chapter.  Pretest results allow me to better tailor the curriculum to meet your needs.  

The text for algebra is McDougal Littell Algebra I, and it can be accessed online at Classzone.com.  The book can also be downloaded from a CD if you do not have a fast connection on the internet.

Homework

There will be time on most days to start homework in class.  I prefer to have them do some of it in class so I can ensure they know how to do the problems.  
Tests

Chapter tests are a combination of objective and subjective answers.  There will be a computational section with absolute right/wrong answers and a performance assessment that will require verbal explanations.

Grading

 

      tests – 50%


     homework/in-class – 35%



       quiz -  15%

There will be occasional opportunities to earn bonus points throughout the semester, and these will be added to the homework component.

Materials

You will need paper and pencil for school and a calculator for home use.  Any calculator with square root is fine.  We have graphing calculators in the classroom, so it is not necessary to bring one from home.  However, if you wish to bring one, that is fine.
Cheating

Please do not cheat.  You are not being fair to yourself if you cheat.  
To Parents
Feel free to contact me at any time if you have a question/concern about your child.  It is much easier to work through an issue when it arises than when it has been around for a while.  I am looking forward to a great year!

Please sign and return this page to me.  It will be very helpful if you email me when you receive this, as it is easier to import email addresses than it is to type them in.  Thanks!
We, parent(s) and student, have read and understand the pre-algebra/algebra syllabus.

Parent Signature______________________________     

Student Signature_____________________________
Parent email address __________________________  

Student email address _________________________

Home phone ________________________________

Date _______________________________________

