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Giftedness has an emotional as well as a cognitive substructure; cognitive complexity gives rise to emotional depth.  

Thus, gifted children not only think differently

 from their peers, they also feel differently.

-Linda Silverman
The Personal and Group Dynamics class is a very important part of the Middle Years program.  This time, specifically allotted to affective education, is part of a comprehensive curriculum designed to meet the needs of gifted children.  Linda Silverman, author of Counseling the Gifted and Talented, and Nicholas Colangelo, a contributing author, define goals and objectives that provide the framework for the WINGS affective curriculum for gifted students.

The Sixth Grade PGD curriculum, which is often incorporated into our everyday classroom situations, will address the affective goals and objectives through both whole and small group discussion, research, and activities.  The Personal and Group Dynamics goals and objectives are listed on the following page.  Lessons may vary in length due to complexity and understanding of material presented.  Sometimes an objective is completed in one class period; other objectives may take two or more class periods to complete.

During the first weeks of school, we will be getting to know each other better through activities, discussion, and group work.  A number of PGD objectives, such as analyzing giftedness, developing a personal definition of giftedness, and recognizing personal capabilities will be covered early in the year.
Please feel free to contact either one of us any time during the school year with questions or concerns regarding your MYSP student.  Our phone numbers and email addresses can be found on our Social Studies,  Communication Arts and Mathematics syllabi as well as the Central High School website.
Personal and Group Dynamics

Goals and Objectives

I. To understand what being gifted means

the student will:

A. analyze giftedness

B. analyze cultural, special needs, and gender issues related to giftedness

C. develop a personal definition of the word “gifted”
II. To develop strategies to strengthen personal capabilities

the student will:

A. analyze personal learning and thinking styles

B. recognize personal capabilities

C. develop strategies to deal with procrastination and perfectionism

D. develop strategies to deal with stress

E. develop awareness and understanding of self-efficacy

F. develop awareness of gender issues
G. develop strategies to enjoy the present

H. identify self and others’ expectations and develop the strategies necessary for dealing with these expectations
III. To develop an awareness of and gain insights into interactions 


      between self and others the student will :

A. understand family responsibilities (rules, siblings, chores)

B. develop strategies to deal with peer group issues

C. understand the difficulties facing teachers as they work with a diverse population of individuals
IV. To develop interpersonal and group process skills

the student will:

A. develop strategies to articulate feelings

B. understand the impact of learning and thinking styles on interpersonal relationships in the school setting

C. develop communication skills relating to personal, family, and school issues
D. develop strategies to make and keep friends

E. develop group dynamics skills

V. To develop life skills

the student will:

A. recognize ethical behaviors; e.g.: honesty, integrity, responsibility, trustworthiness, courtesy, kindness, respect

B. develop decision-making skills

C. develop short-term and long-term goals for personal growth

D. recognize the need for service to others
MYSP – Central High School
Dear Sixth Grade Middle Years Parents,

After reading the syllabus for Personal and Group Dynamics (PGD) and Communication Arts, please take a moment to fill out the information identified, sign below and have your child return the form to me. 

Sixth Grader’s name_________________________________________

Parent(s) name(s)  __________________________________________




___________________________________________

Keeping you informed of activities your MYSP student is engaged in is an important part of my job.  The most efficient way for this to be accomplished is through the internet.  If you have an e-mail address I could use to contact you during the year, please list that address on the line below. My intention is to write at least twice a month, and I look forward to your input.  
Parent email address___________________________________________




   ___________________________________________

*     *     *     *     *     *    *     *     *     *     *     *     
Most all supplies except for lined notebook paper and pencils and pens will be supplied through the Communication Arts class.  I would appreciate your help in making sure that your 6th Grader is always prepared for class by having a supply of paper and writing instruments with them.
If possible, having your student bring in a box of tissues once or twice this year would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your support,
Jane Sellars

Resource Teacher
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