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Course Description
“Can a society that assumes responsible citizen involvement in decision making survive If its members do not, will not or cannot participate in such decision making?” 
Council for the Social Studies Task Force on Scope and Sequence

The aim of this social studies curriculum is to address the above challenge through an historical and geographical study of Ancient Western Civilizations up to the Age of Exploration as well as the Eastern Hemisphere with special focus on China and Japan, and a survey of world religions. The grade level objectives for 6th, 7th, and 8th grades will be compacted into 2 years of MYSP Social Studies.  
The special needs of profoundly gifted students will be met through an assortment of methods including: acceleration of pace, increased depth and complexity of study, curriculum compacting, independent studies, cross curricular studies, and enrichment activities.  Students will be encouraged to reach the highest levels of Bloom’s taxonomy of thinking skills:  evaluation, synthesis and analysis.  



If you would understand anything, observe its beginning and its development.
Aristotle
Course Objectives
	
The following concepts will direct our studies:
· principles expressed in the documents shaping constitutional democracy in the United States
· continuity and change in the history of the world
· principles and processes of governance systems
· economic concepts and principles 
· the major elements of geographical study and analysis (location, place, movement, regions, human/environmental interaction) 
· relationships of the individual and groups to institutions and cultural traditions
· the use of tools of social science inquiry (such as surveys, statistics, maps, primary source documents, and advanced technology wherever possible)

By the end of the year students will be familiar with the history, religion, culture, and geography of Asia and Western Civilizations.  They will be given a broader perspective from which they can compare and contrast our own culture.  In addition, their own view of social studies will come to encompass other academic disciplines.   
	Students will also complete:
· Projects involving the arts and architecture of various cultures in order to further understand the areas and eras we will be studying
· Identification of authentic 4th century Roman artifacts
· Cross-cultural exchange with students from other parts of the world
· National History Day Research project 
· Consistent with the needs of profoundly gifted students, choice and acceleration will be a major aspect of most assignments.
· Attend lectures by a variety of scholars on topics relevant to our curriculum 

Assessment
In affiliation with 7th grade MYSP Social Studies, students will be assessed according to the following:
· Class participation    10%
Student preparation, materials at hand, contributions to class discussion
· Daily work   	       40%
Daily in-class assignments and homework assignments
· Tests and projects   50%
Quizzes, unit tests, group and individual projects, independent studies

*Assessment will include teacher assessment, peer assessment, tests, quizzes, and the use of scoring guides. 
Student Expectations

· Attitude – The student is expected to come to class with a desire to learn new things.  Learning new things will require some work and flexibility.  
· Responsibility – The student is expected to be a responsible member of the class. This means coming to class on time and having all the necessary supplies, pencil, paper, and other materials required for the day.  It also means using class time responsibly and contributing diligently to group projects.  Some class time will be given for the completion of homework and projects.  Using class time wisely and responsibly will prevent large amounts of homework .   
· Respect – The student is expected to show respect to the instructor, guest speakers, other classmates, as well as classroom facilities and supplies.  There is no room for destructive or negative behaviors in a learning environment. Unacceptable behaviors include disrespectful language, name-calling, vandalism of any kind, or any behavior disruptive to learning for the student or others.
· Work Ethic - Complete all assignments by deadline and participate in class activities and discussions.  Any unexcused late assignments will be given reduced credit the next day.    Students are responsible for getting homework assignments after absences.  Please call the attendance office to arrange pick up of absent work for prolonged periods.  MYSP teachers are also always available through email and by phone. 
· Honesty - Cheating on assignments or assessments will not be tolerated.  SPS student handbook procedures will be followed. 
· Aim for Success - Students, please speak to me as soon as possible if you are having any difficulties.  We will work together to find a solution to the problem.  Communication is a key to solving problems.

Resources
Glencoe-Journey Across Time: The Early Ages
(For online access to this textbook go to: 
www.glencoe.com/ose and enter log in #E88A902BE5)
Teacher’s Curriculum Institute-Learning Alive!
McDougal Littell-World History Medieval and Early Modern Times
Various supplemental readings, online resources, and guest speakers
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