HUMANITIES  




2009-2010
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Paula Thompson 

Phone:  523-9712
TEXT:  Benton, Janetta Rebold, and Robert DiYanni.  Arts and Culture:  An Introduction

Other plays and selected readings as assigned.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:


A study of humanities involves those branches of knowledge concerned with


human beings and culture which include philosophy, literature, and the fine arts.


The arts will also serve as a vehicle by which students can learn thinking skills,


and the understanding of self and others.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


Students will learn to critically analyze and evaluate works of art (visual art,


literature, theatre, music) through the use of tools which emphasize the


connections and transitions that create the synthesis which is the philosophical


foundation of the humanities.  Those tools include:



Goethe



Aristotelian Theory



Genre



Style



Terminalist/instrumentalist value



Metaphorical meaning and levels



Artistic Vision



Susanne Langer’s philosophy of art (what is created?)



Myth and ritual



Literary theory:  mimetic, pragmatic, expressionist, objectivist

CONTENT OF COURSE:



The class will be based on an understanding of philosophy and the



philosophical shifts that moved the thinking process from myth and



ritual through the major historical and philosophical periods:




Classicism (Greek and Roman)




Medieval




Renaissance (in the East as well as the West)
Neo-Classicism




Romanticism




Realism





Isms (symbolism, surrealism, expressionism, dadaism, futurism,





existentialism, absurdism, etc.)




Postmodernism

METHODS OF APPROACH:



Lecture and class discussion based on the text, other readings, video and



visual arts presentations will establish the chronological evolution of  the



political, philosophical, and artistic history. 



Oral presentations will give students the opportunity to share information



as well as develop communication skills (speaking and listening).  



Creative and academic writing assignments to add to the depth of the 



class discussions and develop writing and research skills.

REPRESENTATIVE READINGS:  (full work or excerpts only)


Poetics, Aristotle



Canterbury Tales, Chaucer



The Inferno, Dante



The Prince, Machiavelli


Einstein’s Dreams, Alan Lightman



The Bald Soprano, Ionesco



Footfalls,  Beckett



Romeo and Juliet,  Shakespeare




(also video segments from Romeo and Juliet as directed by




Zeffirelli and Luhrmann)



Hamlet, Shakespeare



Shakespeare in Love, (video segments)



The Power of Myth, Joseph Campbell



The Hero With a Thousand Faces, Joseph Campbell



Oedipus, Sophocles



Antigone, Sophocles



Metamorphosis, Kafka



selected poetry and works by Jane Austin, Tolstoy, Chekhov, Joyce, Hemingway, Poe, 


 
Thoreau, Moliere

STUDENTS WILL: 


read assigned material



participate in classroom discussions



take class notes (which may be used during exams)



take essay exams over the material to show understanding



give oral presentations



learn how to do academic research



write a prospectus for an academic paper



write an academic research paper



maintain an assessment portfolio

ASSESSMENT PORTFOLIO:



All graded work should be kept in the student’s assessment portfolio.  This will be used 


during the semester for reference during parent-teacher conferences.  The portfolio allows  

parents to monitor the progress of their child.  It also allows the students to check their 


academic growth.

GRADES:  (for oral and written work)



A and B grades indicate:
Analysis






Synthesis






Evaluation



C grades indicate:
Knowledge






Comprehension






Application



The difference in an A and a B is depth and technique.

PARENTS:


Please be aware that visual art presentations will include religious subjects and some

nudity (i.e. the Sistine Chapel ceiling, Greek and Roman sculpture, medieval cathedral windows,

paintings and sculpture by Bernini, Rembrandt, Caravaggio, daVinci, David, etc.)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(please clip and return)

I have read the syllabus and am aware of the requirements for my child.





(signed)_____________________________(date)_________  



