Middle Years Scholars Program  
Central High School - Sixth Grade 2009-2010
 Jane Sellars - Resource Teacher
Phone - 523-9758
Email - jsellars@spsmail.org

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:


Communication is the process whereby an idea, thought or feeling that arises in the mind of one person is conveyed to the mind of someone else.  Good reading, writing, and speaking skills are necessary to insure clarity and understanding in this age of global communication.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Students will learn to
· read for comprehension through the explication of literary structure, metaphor, and language
· write creatively and critically using proper grammar, syntax, and spelling
· express themselves verbally in formal and informal speaking situations
CONTENT OF COURSE:  The class will focus on developing the basic
           techniques of communication through the study of

· literature (essays, poetry, drama, fiction, non-fiction, etc.)

· writing assignments (essays, poetry, technical information, fiction, biography, etc.)

· speaking assignments (informative, persuasive, inspirational, etc.)

METHODS OF APPROACH:

Lecture and class discussions

Analysis and explication of numerous pieces of literature with the focus on both structure and content

Writing assignments to learn basic technical and compositional skills
Speaking assignments designed to develop organizational skills, improve vocal quality, and instill confidence
STUDENTS WILL:


practice organizational skills
take class notes
keep a journal   


create visual end products

read and explicate assigned reading material

practice different styles of writing
give oral presentations

participate in classroom discussions
write a research paper
Journal Writing:


The journal is much like an artist’s sketchbook.  Each entry stands as an independent fragment of experience.  The seemingly random images, observations, memories, and thoughts of the journal are held together only be the consciousness of the author mingling present and past, real and surreal, convictions, speculations, impressions, and ideas.  A journal is filled with anything that “grabs” the individual.  Ideas can come from anywhere – a conversation, something one sees in passing, an item read in the newspaper or an anecdote from someone else – it may not be so much in itself but it has something that interests the writer.  Such things are all around and if they are not written down, they disappear.  A journal is essentially a place to store triggers – things that catch one’s attention and start the imagination rolling.  It’s a place to collect ideas or explore ideas in random creative writing.  It is a space where ideas can grow, where one can write to learn or understand, or where the writer can play.  A journal is not a product; it is a process.

GRADING:

In order for MYSP students to experience academic success in this program, developing each student’s organizational and time management skills is essential. Modeling these skills in the classroom will be practiced and emphasized.  Along with developing these particular life skills, it is my expectation that students will complete assignments in a timely manner. Participation points will be given for a number of daily assignments throughout this Sixth Grade school year. A participation grade will reflect not only that the student completed the assignment, but also that the assignment was turned in when it was due.  More involved, long-term assignments – book reports, research projects, longer writing assignments, projects - will be accompanied by a scoring guide for the student’s use and will include a due date for that project. Late work scores will reflect a reduction in points when not turned in when the assignment is due.

Students will also participate actively in setting and achieving goals that they have set for themselves.  The students will model this behavior by learning to implement Continuous Classroom Improvement, which if mastered, will help each student fulfill his or her potential not only academically but also outside the classroom in the real world.  
TEXTS USED: 


Breeden, Dr. David. A translation of the epic poem Beowulf
 Claggett,  Reid, and Vinz. Daybook of Critical_Reading and Writing.

Johnson, Spencer (M.D.). Who Moved My Cheese.

Lord, Cynthia. Rules

McDougal Littell. The Language of Literature.

McDougal Littell. Language Network.

Peterson, Owen. Speech: A Text With Adapted Readings.


Hinton, S.E.  The Outsiders.


Hunt, Irene.  The Lottery Rose.

Lowry, Lois. The Giver.


Robins, Debbie.  Where Peace Lives.
Communication Arts Program Goals


Improve oral and written communication


Actively develop critical, creative, and organizational thinking skills


Improve performance on MAP through integration of content standards into


      curriculum


Develop ability to design, research, and present independent projects


Match needs, interests, and abilities through placement in appropriate 


  high school courses








