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“Too much of the educational process in contemporary American education involves teachers telling students what to think…debate takes a different approach: it teaches students how to think” –Richard E. Edwards, Ph.D., Baylor University.
Course Objectives: Students will learn to

· Think philosophically about real world situations

· Analyze arguments, assertions, and inductions by applying rules of logic and reasoning

· Critically express themselves in a thoughtful, organized way through formal speaking 
· Express themselves verbally in formal and informal speaking situations

Content of Course:

The class will use formal debate and study of philosophy and rhetoric as the vehicles by which students gain mastery of course objectives. Students will study and engage in a variation of Policy debate using this year’s national debate topic: 

Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase social services for persons living in poverty in the United States.
Students will research and critically analyze both sides of this issue and engage in several formal and informal debates on the topic before the culminating final debate to end the unit.

In addition, the student will study elements of philosophy, rhetoric, and logic in contexts outside of formal debate.
Methods of Approach:

· Lecture and class discussions

· Library research

· Analysis of philosophical ideas, particularly those pertaining to argument and rhetoric.
· Writing and speaking assignments designed to develop organizational skills, improve vocal quality, and instill confidence.

· Public speaking assignments designed to help students to effectively communicate ideas and opinions.
Students will:

· Keep a student notebook and track personal progress
· Read assigned material

· Participate in classroom discussions

· Take class notes

· Give a variety of speech presentations

· Create an ongoing portfolio

· Apply Big 6 research skills

· Participate in formal classroom debates
· Participate in the PDSA process of Continuous Classroom Improvement. 
Texts:
Benton, Janetta Rebold and Robert DiYanni. Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities.

Edwards, Richard E. Competitive Debate: The Official Guide.
Frost, S.E. Basic Teachings of the Great Philosophers.

Golden, James L., Goodwin F. Berquist, William E. Coleman. The Rhetoric of Western Thought.
Kemper, Dave, et. al.  Writers Express.

Marrs, Carol. The Complete Book of Speech Communication.

Matthews, Roy T. and F. Dewitt Platt. The Western Humanities.

Oberg, Brent C. Speechcraft: An Introduction to Public Speaking.
Shuster, Kate and John Meany. Speak Out! Debate and Public Speaking in the Middle Grades.

Weston, Anthony. A Rulebook for Arguments.
Zung, Thomas T.K. Buckminster Fuller: Anthology for the New Millennium.

Thinking Skills Goals and Objectives

8th Grade

Critical Thinking Skills

· Focusing on a question

· Analyzing arguments

· Asking and answering a question

· Judging the credibility of a source

· Making and judging inductions

· Judging the accuracy of presented information

· Defining terms and judging definitions

· Identifying assumptions

· Interacting with others

· Recognizing fallacies

Creative Thinking Skills

· Synthesizing

Analytical Thinking Skills

· Classifying, outlining, webbing

· Completing and making analogies

· Analyzing

· Inferring

· Evaluating

· Predicting

Organizational Thinking Skills

· Formulating questions

· Interpreting data

· Developing a thesis statement

· Goal setting/planning/designing

· Summarizing

