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WINGS 6th Grade Thinking Skills

Resource Teachers: Betsy Cannella 523-3325 and Denise Vinton 523-3335

Gifted Students need the opportunity to work with a rich and demanding
curriculum that brings to the surface potential and promise that otherwise might remain dormant.

Statement of Purpose:

The Thinking Skills coursework focuses on the development of critical, creative, and analytical thinking skills as well as organizational skills.  The skills incorporated in this class are practiced through a variety of activities including research and the study of communication arts.  The emphasis on particular skills at this age level is based upon the WINGS Thinking Skills Scope and Sequence.

Communication is the process in which an idea, thought, or feeling arises in the mind of one person and is conveyed to the mind of someone else.  Communication arts will serve as a vehicle by which students will be exposed to and practice many of the 6th grade thinking skills.

Content of Course:
The class will focus on developing thinking skills through the following:
· Literature

· Writing assignments

· Speaking assignments

· Additional group and individual activities

Methods of Approach

· Lecture and class discussions will provide students with examples, history, and diverse perspectives

· Oral presentations will allow students to share information and practice communicate verbal communication
· Creative and academic writing assignments will allow for the practical application of research and writing skills

Students will:

· Create an ongoing portfolio

· Write personal and class learning goals

· Participate in classroom discussions

· Give oral presentations

· Research a topic of interest and write a position paper

Texts:

Ennis, Robert H. Critical Thinking. New Jersey: Simon & Schuster, 1981.

Fisher, Alec. Critical Thinking: An introduction. United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2001.
6th Grade Thinking Skills

Goals and Objectives
1. To develop critical thinking skills 

The students will develop the skills of:

A. Focusing on a question

B. Analyzing arguments

E. Making and judging observations

G. Making and judging inductions

I. Defining terms and judging definitions

K. Deciding on an action

L. Interacting with others

2. To develop creative thinking skills

The students will develop the skills of:

A. Creative problem solving (problem finding, deferring judgment, considering alternatives)

C. Random input, synectics (forced association)

E. Creative thinking processes (fluency, flexibility, originality, elaboration)

F. Synthesizing

3. To Develop analytical skills

The student will develop the skills of:
F. Completing and making analogies

H. Analyzing

J. Evaluating

K. Predicting

4. To develop organizational skills

The student will develop the skills of:
B. Formulating questions

D. Developing a thesis statement

F. Goal setting/planning/designing
