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Important Dates





May 1


Mad Hatter Saturday


May 7


Scrabble Tournament


May 3-6


Major Unit Open Houses


May 17-20


Final Week of WINGS


May 20


8th Grade Banquet











Resource Teachers


Betsy Cannella


�HYPERLINK "mailto:mecannella@spsmail.org"�mecannella@spsmail.org�


523-3325


Catherine Gilpin


�HYPERLINK "mailto:cgilpin@spsmail.org"�cgilpin@spsmail.org�


523-3334


Melissa Sharpsteen


�HYPERLINK "mailto:msharpsteen@spsmail.org"�msharpsteen@spsmail.org�


523-3331


Denise Vinton


�HYPERLINK "mailto:dsvinton@spsmail.org"�dsvinton@spsmail.org�


523-3335


Middle School Liaison


Janice Hampton


�HYPERLINK "mailto:jhampton@spsmail.org"�jhampton@spsmail.org�


523-3355








In an effort to “Be Green,” we won’t be sending home individual Open House announcements this semester. Instead, please see below for details on your student’s Open House (held May 3-6, on their respective WINGS day):








School of Rock


1:30-2:30     All-Purpose Room     (Ms. Cannella)


In addition to this concert all of the student’s art work will be on display during First Friday Art Walk at the Coffee Ethic later this summer, dates yet to be determined.





Me: Transforming and Transformed through Artists’ Eyes     


1:45-2:30     Room 214     (Mrs. Gilpin)





For Love of the Written Word


1:45-2:30     Room 211     (Mrs. Sharpsteen)





Genetics: Got DNA?


1:45-2:30     Room 215     (Mrs. Vinton)














And in a blink it’s over…





 W.I.N.G.S. Middle School End-of-the-Year Trip


W.I.N.G.S. Middle School will be going to Big Rock Climbing Gym (formerly PETRA) for our end-of-the-year Team Building Trip during our last week of W.I.N.G.S. , May 17th, 18th, 19th, or 20th.  Each W.I.N.G.S. Middle school student will go on the day that s/he normally attends W.I.N.G.S.  Please be looking for information, permission slips, and waivers coming home in “backpack express” (these will also be available on our website); and sign and return as soon as possible.  A wonderful time should be had by all – our students always look forward to this experience - as do we!  We really want to thank P.A.G.E. for supporting this venture!








Wait! There’s more…(see back)





Big Picture Projects





This year in Ms. Cannella’s PGD the 7th and 8th grade boys have been working on service learning and each day has created projects that the years have been built around.  We have chosen a focus for each day and created and organized a project centered on their focus.  Now as the year is drawing to a close all of our hard work will pay off.


Monday’s group collected pennies in their Change for Haiti penny war in February.  As a school we raised over $500, thanks for all your efforts!


Tuesday’s group is going to hold a donation and fund drive for the Southwest Human Society the weeks of April 19-29.


Wednesday’s group will be working with the Ronald McDonald House of Springfield and host a “Mad Hatter Saturday” Carnival to benefit the Ronald McDonald House.  This will take place on May 1st from 12-3pm at Phelps.


Thursday’s group is going to host a Scrabble Tournament here at Phelps on May 7th free to all and hopefully a great night of friendly competition.





Continuing our Day of Caring…





The Middle School Day of Caring turned out to be a wonderful and meaningful experience for all of our middle schoolers. The 8th Grade Girls PGD class will be extending this experience by leading a canned food drive to help stock the shelves at The Kitchen, Inc. We will be collecting canned food items from April 19-May 7.





W.I.N.G.S. 7th Grade Thinking Skills


 


W.I.N.G.S. 7th Grade Thinking Skills students are finishing up their (practically) year-long personal research projects and will be variously presenting their ideas in venues such as the SPS School Board, City Utilities, and the News-Leader, as well as sending lesson plan ideas and power points to teachers and counselors in  SPS schools, and more!  Students have taken up the challenge to be better researchers as well as using their research to make a difference in the real world.  I am really interested by all of my students’ ideas and am so pleased by their scholarship as I work through the rough drafts.  I will be sending copies of my assessments and students’ self-assessments home at the end of the school year.





W.I.N.G.S. Middle School Expedition: Africa Students to Show Art Work at Randy Bacon Gallery during First Friday Art Walk in June





Expedition: Africa students had the privilege of learning from Nigerian artist and the Ambassador of Fine Arts from Nigeria, Ibiyinka Alao.  Students then created a picture and written piece following Mr. Alao’s teachings.  We want to thank Mr. Alao for his wonderful work with all of our students!  


Expedition: Africa students  also created a 3-D piece inspired by another modern Nigerian artist, Asiru Olatunde, who creates counter-repoussé works  in metal.  These pieces were not only inspired by the artist, but also by the ethic of creating pieces out of what is available.  We want to thank Trader Printers for donating the metal for these works, and we used scrap wood to mount the pieces on.


Select pieces from all classes will be displayed at the Randy Bacon Gallery for First Friday Art Walk in June (number of students represented will depend on space available).  Please come on down and see this wonderful art work from our students!  Randy Bacon Studio is located in the Monarch Art Factory at 800 W. College – downtown Springfield.











