Incredible Insects

Second Grade Major Unit

Unit Rationale

The study of insects increases awareness of the diversity and complexity that exist in the natural world and allows us to see how scientists classify things.  It also contributes to an appreciation for the multitude of adaptations that equip creatures to thrive in the diverse habitats of our planet.  Activities in this unit are designed to improve students’ ability to carefully observe surroundings while seeking to make connections.  The use of our new outdoor classroom affords an excellent opportunity to develop a sense of place by becoming aware of native insects and habitats.  

Measurable Learner Objectives

By the end of this unit students will be able to -

· Gather, analyze, and apply information about insects including knowledge of various species, anatomy, behaviors, habitats, adaptations, reproduction and lifecycles, and their role in the environment.
· Demonstrate an understanding of classification by sorting photographs of arthropods into insects and non insects.

· Demonstrate the use of a simple dichotomous key. 

· Observe and recognize signs of insect interactions in an ecosystem.

· Compare and contrast insect and human senses.

· List many examples of insect adaptations and the way they contribute to the success of the insect.

· Apply understanding of adaptations by creating an insect adapted to an imaginary environment.
· Think critically about the role that insects play in our environment and in human survival.

· 
Assessment

Many of the objectives will be informally assessed as students complete activities.  Students will take a pre-test before formal instruction begins and then a post-test at the end of the 7 weeks to measure growth.
Expansion / At  Home

We hope that you will encourage your child’s budding interest in insects.  We welcome 6-legged, non-dangerous visitors in cages, containers with air holes, etc.  We encourage students to release them within a few days if they were found in the wild but there is information available on the internet and in books that will help you make pets of them if you decide that you want to keep them.
