	Lesson Plan for Elementary Library

	Lesson Title: Evaluating Websites        By:   B Farrand, P Lane, K Page, J Needham

	Grade Level: 4th & 5th
Altered:  The 5 W’s could be used to model web evaluation with younger students.

	Suggested Timeframe:  2 30-minute sessions
1st day:  Introduction, teacher model good and poor sites

2nd day:  students evaluate two websites

	Library MIG  (Check and then write the specific goal):

	      Information Literacy: Goal I & II                         Reading:  Goal 1
         __Task Definition (what)                                                            __Purpose for Reading

         _XInformation Seeking Strategy (what)                                     __Basic Literature Skills

         _X_Location & Access (where)

         ___Use of Information

         ___Synthesis

         X_Evaluation

	Specific Goal or Objective: (i.e. Identify possible types of information sources (CA, TECH, SS, LMC)—Dictionary)
· Evalute websites
· Online resources provided by LMC

· Selected Internet Sites

	Sources:  (Materials needed)

Good sites:  
· World Book online  http://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Home
· Smithsonian Institute:  http://www.si.edu/
· Library of Congress:  http://www.loc.gov/families/
· George Washington:  http://www.mountvernon.org/learn/meet_george/index.cfm/
Poor sites:  
· Velcro crop:  www.umbachconsulting.com/miscellany/velcro.html
· Dangers of Bread: http://www.geoffmetcalf.com/bread.html
· Class project: www.mrsmcgowan.com/projects/turnip/index.html
· Mankato City Website (whale watching, riverfront):  http://city-mankato.us/riv.html
· McWhortle:  http://www.mcwhortle.com/

	Problem: 
· Hold up encyclopedia or book.  “Can you believe everything you read in this book? (Through discussion guide students to understand that because of editors and the publishing process the majority of information published in books is reliable.)

· What about television?  Can you believe everything you see and hear?  
· What about the Internet? 
· Would you like to be better able to determine what you can and can’t believe?”
Task Definition:
There are ways or clues to detemine if website is believable.   Today we are going to practice evaluting websites.
Information Seeking Strategy & Location & Access:

Sites listed above will be used to first model evaluation of websites for students and then let students evaluate web sites.
Use of Information:
· What are some ways you can determine if the information is believeable or factual?

· Let students brainstorm possibilities.

· Introduce 5 W’s:  Who, What, When, Where, Why—5 W’s located on Web Evaluation Worksheet (WEW)
· Model each of the 5 W’s using one good example and one poor example.
Synthesis:

· Students evaluate website using 5 W’s.  Students may complete individually if computers are available, in groups at library computers, or in teams using Smartboard. 

· Students will ask themselves the 5 questions when using the Internet as a source.
Evaluation:

· Product:  

· Did you succesfully evaluate a website?  

· Can you use the five W’s for future searches?


