	Lesson Plan for Elementary Library

	Lesson Title: Using a Search Engine to find information on the Internet    By: B Farrand, P Lane, K Page, J Needham

	Grade Level: 4th or 5th grade


	Suggested Timeframe: 

	Library MIG  (Check and then write the specific goal):

	      Information Literacy: Goal I & II                         Reading:  Goal 1
         __Task Definition (what)                                                            __Purpose for Reading

         X_Information Seeking Strategy (what)                                     __Basic Literature Skills

         _X_Location & Access (where)

         __Use of Information

         __Synthesis

         __Evaluation

	Specific Goal or Objective: (i.e. Identify possible types of information sources (CA, TECH, SS, LMC)—Dictionary)
· Locate information on the Internet

	Sources:  (Materials needed)

· Container of multi colored rocks.
· Search engines

· Search Engine Worksheet

	Problem:

· Show the class a single rock.  
· Show a container of rocks of various colors, make sure the container has some rocks the same color as the single rock.  

· Ask a student to find rocks which match the single rock. 
· Explain, “This is what a search engine does.  It takes the word or words (single rock) and finds matches for that word.  
· With the rocks, you could see all the rocks and you could find the matches by physically searching.

· When you use a search engine, the rocks/information are not visible.  So you must describe what rock/information you need. If you are very specific you can easily find the information.  If you are not specific enough you may not find the information at all.  
Task Definition:

How can we improve our ability to search the Internet?

Information Seeking Strategy Location & Access:

Let’s use the Internet and some search engines to practice using phrase searches and boolean searches to improve results.
Use of Information:

Explain:  

· How search engines scan.  They look for matches of the words you enter.  They match exactly, letter by letter.  Model:  search for dog, canine, mutt.  Notice you get different articles.

· Explain how to use phrases (quotation marks) and Boolean terms (and, or, not) to get better results.  Model:  Use Search Engine Worksheet to limit number of hits.
Synthesis:

· Have students complete Search Engine Worksheet
· Give students search terms or keywords and have them narrow search using phrases and/or boolean terms.  Consider content being studied in science and social studies to determine possible topics, such as Civil War, Civil War battles, Civil War battles in Missouri or animals, animals with backbones, animals with backbones and fins, etc.
· Finally give students a topic and let them determine the keywords to be searched for.
Evaluation:

Product:  
· Did you find the information you needed?  
· Did you get better results by being specific? 
· Did you notice fewer hits as you refined your search?  
· Will you be able to narrow your search the first time?  
· Will you begin your search with one word or with more specific information (two or more words, phrases, boolean terms)?


