	Lesson Plan for Elementary Library

	Lesson Title: Finding Information
In the Encyclopedia



	Grade Level:3rd
Suggested on Communication Arts Alignment Charts for Week ______

	Suggested Timeframe:  45 minutes  (this is better done in a single 45 minute time frame

	Library MIG  (Check and then write the specific goal):

	 x     Information Literacy: Goal I & II                         Reading:  Goal 1
           Task Definition (what)                                     Purpose for Reading
            Information Seeking Strategy (what)                   Basic Literature Skills
    x        Location & Access (where)

            Use of Information

            Synthesis

            Evaluation

	Specific goal: (i.e. Identify possible types of information sources (CA, TECH, SS, LMC).  Dictionary:
Locate information in sources.  Locate keyword/question by skimming and scanning.  (CA, TECH, LMC)


	Sources:  (Materials needed)
Multiple sets of World Book
Birds in the Encyclopedia (see attached handout) with bird name already written on it.

Cards for each of the followinging questions

Question 1 North American, South America, Africa, Australia

Question 2 12inches or less,  more than 1 foot and less than 3 feet, more than 3 feet, and information not available.

Question 3 Animals only, Animal and plants, Information not available

Answer sheet (see attached handout)


	Mini Lesson:

Remind students that they know that encyclopedias are alphabetical and have guide words to help them find what they need.  Divide class into groups of 2 or 3.
Give each group a Birds in the Encyclopedia sheet with a bird name written on it.

Have each group get a World Book and find their bird in the encyclopedia.
There are tricks to finding information in text.  Today we are going to practice scanning. 

Question 1-Tell students they are going to answer only question 1-What continent does it live on? 

Ask students what if they know what continent are.   Point out continents are capitalized when written.   Point out students need only to scan for capital letters and read only if 

the words that are capitalized.  Instuct students that after they write the continent on their sheet they go to the corner where their continent is displayed. Point out different corners. (Go to guided practice).

Question 2-Students come back to tables.   Point out the next question is about size so they will be scanning for numbers.   Point out corners and that the corners have a range of size so not only will they have to find the size, but figure out where their bird falls in the range.   Also point out that one choice on this question is Information not available.   Ask them when they would go to that corner. Ask them what they would do if they were writing a report and the information wasn’t available. (Go to guided practice.)
Question 3-Students come back to tables Point out the next question is about foods these birds eat. Point out their choices are Animals only, Plants and animals, or Information not available. They will have to determine if the items listed are plants or animals are in order to determine where to go.   Have students scan for words such as eat, prey, food, etc. 

(Go to guided practice)


	Guided Practice:

Question 1-students find the continent their bird lives on and goes to that corner.
Question 2-students find the size of their bird and go to that corner.
Question 3-students find what their birds eat and go to that corner


	Independent Practice:  (Classroom teacher/librarian collaboration)

Possible Ideas/Suggestions:

Teacher/Librarian-this is a good prelude to an animal report.


	Assessment:

Question 1-check to see if students find correct corner.
Question 2-check to see if students find correct corner.
Question 3-check to see if students find correct corner.



BIRDS IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

Name of bird_____________________________

1. What continent does it live on? _____________________________

2. How long is it? __________________________________________

3. What does it eat? ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

BIRDS IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

Name of bird_____________________________

1.  What continent does it live on? _____________________________

2. How long is it? __________________________________________

3. What does it eat? ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

BIRDS IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

Name of bird_____________________________

1.  What continent does it live on? _____________________________

2. How long is it? __________________________________________

3. What does it eat? ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Answers

What continent it lives on-

North America

South America

Africa

 

Brant



Jabirus



Bulbul

Blue jay


Marmot


Marabou

Avocet



Any

Catbird

Meadowlark


Australia

Upland sandpiper

Apostle Bird

Canvasback


Cassowary
                                                Kookaburra

How large is it-

12 inches 

       more than 1 foot and 
more than 3 feet         info not 

(1 foot or less)
       less than 3 feet



          available

Blue jay

       Brant


Cassowary
          Bulbul

Apostle bird
       Avocet


Marabou
          Meadowlark

Catbird

       Any


Jabirus

Upland sandpiper
       Canvasback




       Kookaburra




       Marmot

What it eats-

Animals only

Animals and Plants

Information not available
Upland sandpiper

Bulbul



Brant

Jabirus


Blue jay


Cassowary

Marabou


Apostle Bird

Kookaburra

Canvasback

Any


Catbird

Avocet


Marmot





Meadowlark
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