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Hickory Hills School

3429 E. Trafficway

Springfield, MO 65802

Telephone (417) 523-7100    Fax (417) 523-7195
Website http://sps.k12.mo.us/hhills 
Springfield Public Schools Website http://springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org 
Office Hours:  7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Kelly B. Allison, Principal

Laura Batson, Assistant Principal

Chris Hughes, Counselor              
      Brian Vega, Counselor 
Tracy Greiner, Counselor                         Shannon Markowitz, Secretary
Susan Fiedler, Secretary                                     Andy Edwards, Secretary                              Christa Lairmore, Librarian                              Micky Kittleman, Librarian
ELEMENTARY 
CLASSROOM TEACHERS

	Kindergarten
	1st Grade
	2nd Grade

	Jean Parrott
	Julie Banasik
	Aldine Hilton

	Kathy Wilks
	Christina Meacham
	Janet Price

	
	Heather Turner
	

	3rd Grade
	4th Grade
	5th Grade

	Jenny Cain
	Pam Anderson
	Leslie Kilpatrick

	Becca Demel / Cheryl Lawson
	Diana Robinson
	Paula Ragain


RELATED ARTS AND SUPPORT STAFF

	Ed Fonda – Art 
	Karen Stoneking – P.E.

	Sonya Huff – Vocal 
	Elaine Sly – Spec. Ed.

	Brenda Rozell – I.S.A. 
	Jill Bressler – Spec. Ed.

	Margaret Freeman – I.S.A./Comp. 
	Sarah Henderson-Lee - ESOL

	Corrina Stanfield - Language
	Sandy Cash – Lib. Assit.

	Brandie Cross - Nurse
	Marcy Kamler - Orchestra


MIDDLE SCHOOL
GRADE SIX
	Kelley Searl – Com. Arts
	Rebecca Jamieson – Pugh – Sci.

	Jenny Perryman – Soc. St.
	Steven Wanicke - Math

	Katie Lebeck – Reading
	Elaine Sly – Spec. Ed.

	Carmen Puryear – Math/Com. Arts
	


GRADE SEVEN

	Kim Satterfield – Com. Arts
	Carol Bullard – Reading

	Jacques Gagnon – Soc. St.
	Joe Cooper – Math 

	Jeff Birchler – Sci.
	Steven Shaul – Spec. Ed.


GRADE EIGHT

	Elizabeth Osbern – Com. Arts
	Mike Brooks – Sci.

	Martin Marlow – Soc. St.
	Barbara Watkins – Math

	Steve Shaul – Spec. Ed.
	Debbie DeAlmeida – Read./Spanish 

	Carmen Puryear – Math
	


RELATED ARTS

	Shelby Castillo – P.E. 
	Aaron Thomas - Band

	Randy Stevens – P.E.
	Joanne Phillips – Vocal

	Chris Mostyn – Art
	Kelly Wallace – Tech

	Tracy Gardner-Snodgrass – Art
	Jessica Berghager – Tech

	Marcy Kamler – Orchestra
	


SUPPORT STAFF

	Faith Chaney – E.S.O.L.
	Corrina Stanfield – Lang.

	Lalita Kahol – E.S.O.L.
	Ginger Casteel – ESOL Aide

	Wanda Rathbun – Aide
	Brent Glover – I.S.S.

	Glen Chitwood – Aide 
	Brandie Cross - Nurse


Welcome to Hickory Hills School
The Hickory Hills community believes in high standards for teaching and high expectations for student learning.  Hickory Hills is one of three combination schools that service grades kindergarten through eigth grade.   Students at Hickory Hills will have the opportunity to learn in a safe and orderly environment.  It is a pleasure to work with an outstanding staff, supportive parents, and members of the community:  Together we can make a difference in the lives of our students.  Parents are encouraged to communicate with the teachers and become involved in the education process.  The students are the heart and soul of Hickory Hills School.  It is their hard work and accomplishments that give Hickory Hills its strong reputation.  

Academic Honors – Grades 3rd – 8th 
GPA’s are figured and Honor Rolls announced at the end of each semester for students in grades 3rd – 8th (Kindergarten – 2nd students do not receive letter grades).  All courses carry the same grade value in figuring GPA:  

94-100%  A = 4.0
90-93%  A- = 3.66
87-89%  B+ = 3.33

84-86%  B = 3.0

80-83%  B- = 2.66

77-79%  C+ = 2.33

74-76%  C = 2.0

70-73%  C- = 1.66

67-69%  D+ = 1.33

64-66%  D = 1.0

60-63%  D- = .66

 59% or Below  F = 0.0
· The regular HONOR ROLL recognizes students earning a 3.00-3.69 GPA.

· The PRINCIPAL’S HONOR ROLL recognizes students earning a 3.7 GPA.

· Students on the Principal’s Honor Roll both semesters in an academic year earn an Academic Letter (Middle School Only).
Activity Eligibility for Students (M.S. Only)
Activities with student leadership responsibilities carry with them certain expectations.  Information about requirements for specific activities is available from the faculty sponsor of the activity.  Generally, the requirements involve school attendance, self-discipline, good citizenship, and grades.  Students are expected to have a C average and earn no more than one F in a grading period.  Activities Include the following:
· Yearbook
· Student Council

· Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

· National Junior Honor Society

· Newspaper

· Peer Mediator

· Science Club

· Math Counts

· Football

· Basketball

· Volleyball 

· Track
After School Activities – Safety Rules
Students staying for activities after school will not be allowed to leave school grounds and then return unless accompanied by their parent or guardian.  We are concerned about the safety of students walking from Hickory Hills along busy roads and through dangerous intersections.

After School Detention – 8th Hour (M.S. Only)
When students are assigned an 8th hour, they are to report to the classroom of the teacher who assigned the detention with their homework.  Students are required to report on time and to work the entire time.  Detention is from 2:50-3:15 p.m.  Parents will be notified each time a student receives a detention.  A student has a three day window to serve the detention.  Detentions not served will result in a referral to the office for disciplinary action.  Students who arrive late to detention will be assigned an additional 8th hour and parents will be notified.  Parents are responsible for making arrangements to pick up their child at 3:15 p.m.  
Assignment Notebook (M.S. Only)
The assignment notebook is given to each student at the beginning of the school year.  It helps students and parents track daily work and homework.  Students are required to bring their Assignment Notebooks to every class.
Athletics (M.S. Only)

The following activities are available for M.S. students:

7th Grade Football

8th Grade Football

7th Grade Girl’s Basketball

8th Grade Girl’s Basketball

7th Grade Boy’s Basketball

8th Grade Boy’s Basketball

7th Grade Girl’s Volleyball

8th Grade Girl’s Volleyball

7th Grade Boy’s Track

8th Grade Boy’s Track

7th Grade Girl’s Track

8th Grade Girl’s Track

6th , 7th, and 8th Grade Girl’s Soccer

6th, 7th , and 8th Grade Boy’s Soccer 

Athletic Activity Passes and Admission Cost

Students can purchase an Activity Pass for $5.00 that will allow them to attend all middle school and high school athletic contest for the entire school year.  Parents may also purchase an Activity Pass from the office for a fee of $50.00 that will be good for the entire school year.  Golden passes are available for senior citizens at no cost.  All passes are available in the main office.  Single event admission to a contest is $2.00 for students and $3.00 for adults.  

Athletic Participation (M.S. Only)
In order to participate in middle school athletics, a student must purchase an Athletic Participation Card.  Cards may be purchased through the Principal’s Office. The $50.00 activity pass is required for students participating in athletics.  Students eligible for free or reduced lunch are given activity passes at no cost.  In addition to the Athletic Card, a current physical must be on record in the office along with a Citizenship Card signed by the student and parent.  Student athletes must also meet all other requirements set forth above under “Activity Eligibility.”  
Attendance

Students are required by Missouri State Law to attend school every day.  Students with perfect attendance will be recognized throughout the year. If it is necessary for a student to be absent for any reason, a parent or guardian should call the school at 417-523-7100 before 8:30 a.m. the day of the absence.  If the office is not notified, upon return, the student should bring a dated note, signed by the parent or guardian to the office indicating why the student was absent.  Middle school eligibility for participation in school activities requires regular attendance.  Coaches and sponsors will advise students about attendance requirements on days of scheduled events. 

Before School Procedures

All students who arrive before 7:50 a.m. should report to the following areas:

Elementary – Cafeteria

6th Grade – Elementary Gym

7th and 8th Grade – M.S. Gym

Each grade level has a designated area for students to sit until they are dismissed by a staff member to their classroom.  

Students will be allowed to eat breakfast before school between 7:30 and 7:50 a.m.   

Middle school students who need to attend a special meeting or practice before school MUST HAVE A PASS.  Students are responsible to get these passes BEFORE the morning of the meeting or practice.  The office will NOT issue morning passes.  All middle school students will eat at the designated tables away from the elementary students.
Cafeteria – Food Service
The school cafeteria is maintained as part of the health program of the school.  We offer a breakfast and lunch program for our students.  All students need to know their five digit student ID number to purchase food from the cafeteria.  Breakfast is served from 7:30 – 7:50 a.m.  Parents may place money on your child’s account using cash or check.  All money should be placed on account before school.  There is also a website that parents can use to place money on your child’s account using Meal Pay Plus -  https://www15.mealpayplus.com/default.aspx The link is also available on our school website.  
2008-2009 Food Prices:
Elementary Breakfast – $1.00
Elementary Breakfast Reduced – $.30
Elementary Lunch – $2.05
Elementary Lunch Reduced – $.40
Middle School Breakfast – $1.00
Middle School Breakfast Reduced – $.30
Middle School Lunch – $2.25
Middle School Lunch Reduced – $.40
Milk – $.40
Parents are always welcome to come eat with your child.  All visitors must sign in at the office and receive a visitor’s pass.  When bringing food to school, please only provide food for yourself and your child to eat during lunch.  Elementary parents will eat at a designated table in the cafeteria with your child.  

Monthly lunch menus will be sent home with elementary students.  Menus can also be viewed online using the following site - http://springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org/foodservice/menus.htm 

Middle school students have additional food options available to them daily.  

Lunch Times

K – 12:10-12:40
1st – 12:15-12:45

2nd – 12:20-12:50

3rd – 12:25-12:55

4th – 12:45-1:15

5th – 12:50-1:20

6th – 10:37-11:07 M-Th
        11:07-11:37 F

7th – 11:37-12:07 M-F
        8th – 11:07-11:37 M-Th
        10:37-11:07 F
Classroom Expectations 

Each teacher will set forth classroom rules and expectations that will be reviewed with the students at the beginning of the year.  

Deliveries

Parents/guardians delivering forgotten items to students may leave them at the office.  Please label the item with the student’s name.
Dress for Success

We are proud of our well-dressed student body.  Cleanliness, good grooming, neatness, and modesty are important standards.  Administrators have the discretion to determine what is

appropriate or inappropriate attire.

Students may not wear:

· Hats, caps, sunglasses, visors, bandannas, kerchiefs

· Tops that show the bare midriff 

· Clothing that visibly shows underwear

· Strapless tops, backless tops, and tops with revealing necklines

· P.E. clothes to class

· T-shirts with profanity, obscenities, suggestive, derogatory, or provocative statements
· Drug or alcohol symbols or advertisements or gang dress symbols or graffiti

· Anything considered to be disruptive to the educational process

· Pants should be worn at the waist and NOT allowed to sag

Middle School Students are required to keep their Backpacks, Jackets & Coats in lockers during school hours.

Middle School Students are required to “dress out” for physical education.  

The following items are recommended:

· Tennis shoes

· Sweat socks

· T-shirt or sweatshirt

· Shorts (no cuffs)

All items should be marked with names or initials.  

Electronic Devices / Cell Phones
These items will be confiscated: pagers, laser pointers, electronic games and players, simulated “pets”, and any item used to distract students or teachers.  All other electronic devices, such as cellular phones, pagers, PDA’s and head phones, may be in the students possession as long as they are not used or visible inside the school building.  Cell phones that are in the building during the school day must be turned off.
Field Trip Policy (M.S. Only)
Students who have been assigned In School Suspension (ISS) are not eligible to attend field trips for 7 calendar days from the time they are dismissed from ISS.  Students who have been assigned Out of School Suspension (OSS) are not eligible to attend field trips for 14 calendar days from the time they are allowed back in school.  All students who are in attendance are eligible to attend district-sponsored field trips as long as they have a signed permission slip on file.
Field Trips

During the course of the school year, all grade levels will participate in field trips during the school day.  Information regarding the date, time and purpose of the field trip, along with a parental permission form will be sent home.  Student not attending the trip will be given an alternative assignment to be completed while the other students are out of the building.  
Grade Cards – Elementary
1st Quarter grade cards will be given to parents during the parent/teacher conference.  2nd and 3rd Quarter grade cards will go home with students one week after the end of the end of the quarter.  4th Quarter grade cards will go home the last day of school with the student.  

Grade Cards – Middle School
Grade cards will be sent home with students one week after the end of 1st, 2nd and 3rd Quarter end.   4th Quarter grade cards will be mailed home one week after the last day of school.  
Grades Online (M.S. Only)
You can access your child’s grades online anytime using the districts student information software called STI Home+.  Parents can receive your child’s PIN from the main office by signing off on the verification sheet.  Instructions and links to STI Home+ can be accessed through our school website.  STI Home+ also provides parents with information regarding attendance, tardies, missing assignments, homework grades and test scores.  
Health Services
Students who become ill during the school day should notify the teacher, who will issue a pass to the nurse.  If the nurse determines it is necessary for the student to go home, the parent/guardian will be contacted.

Prescription medication must be brought to school in a proper container with the pharmacy label showing.  The nurse will dispense medications brought from home only after receiving written authorization from the parent/guardian.

School personnel cannot provide or administer non-prescription medications.

The medical policy can be reviewed at length in the student manual.

Hours of Operation
Normal school hours are from 8:00 a.m. until 2:45 p.m. each day.  There are occasions when school will be let out early.  Early release days are identified on the school calendar which can be found in this document or on our school website.

Internet

Students may have access to the internet with teacher supervision after completing the district statement of responsibility and expectations. Privileges can be lost if the internet is not used appropriately.

Leaving Campus – Walkers
Students that walk home must use the cross walk on Trafficway located on the southeast corner of the school grounds and travel south on Eastgate only using the sidewalk.  Students will not be allowed to travel west on Trafficway and cross under the 65 bypass.  
Leaving School Early

Students leaving the building before 2:45 P.M. need a pass from the office.  The student should bring a note from home stating the time, reason for leaving and who will be picking them up.  Students will only be allowed to leave with individuals approved by their parents or guardian. Students should bring the note to the office before school to obtain a pass.  Parents or designees should report directly to the office when picking up a student.  Do not go to the classroom to remove your child.  The office will notify the classroom teacher that the student is being checked out.  It is required for the adult to present identification and sign the checkout sheet stating the date, the time and reason for leaving.  Students who leave the building without having a parent or guardian sign them out in the office will be considered truant.  
Library

The library has computers, books, magazines, and pamphlets for assigned study and recreational reading.  It is open for use during the entire school day.  Elementary classes are scheduled 30 minutes a week of library time.  Middle school teachers schedule their own library time with the librarian.  
Lockers/Locks (M.S. Only)
Students will be assigned lockers with their homeroom classmates.  Students should only use the locker assigned to them and keep it locked.  Items not being used should be kept in lockers.  Other students’ lockers should not be tampered with and combinations should not be given to other students. Locker problems should be reported to the Principal.  The P.E. teachers issue baskets or lockers in the P.E. locker rooms.  Most school thefts involve P.E. lockers.  Valuables should not be left unlocked in the locker rooms. Lost locks are replaced when the lost lock fee ($4.00) has been paid.  Students may only visit their lockers before and after school and during the designated times for each grade level.  
Lost And Found

Students who find lost articles are asked to take them to the office.  Valuables will be held in the office.  Other items will be placed in bins located in the east hallway outside of the cafeteria for the owner to claim.  Students who fail to turn in found items may find themselves accused of theft.

National Junior Honor Society (M.S. Only)

Students selected to the Byron Rea Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society must have a 3.71 GPA and demonstrate good character, leadership, citizenship, and service to school and community.  The faculty evaluates the candidate’s qualifications.

Open House

Parents and students are encouraged to attend Open House.  The main purpose of Open House is to allow parents the opportunity to meet the teachers and for students to show their parents the school building.  Our PTA and PTSA will have memberships on sale along with Hickory Hills clothing.  

Parent Conferences

Parents are welcome to confer with teachers, counselors, and principals at any time.  Parents can schedule conferences by calling 417-523-7100.  Parent/Teacher Conference week is November 2-5.  During the parent/teacher conference week, each conference will be scheduled for 15 minutes.  If additional time is needed, please make special arrangements with the teacher.  Additional conference can be made at anytime during the school year.  Middle school parents should contact your child’s homeroom teacher to schedule a conference with the team.  
PTA - Elementary and PTSA - Middle School 
Hickory Hills has an active Parent, Teacher, and Student Association.  All students and their parents/guardians are invited and encouraged to become part of this organization and activities.  Both of our associations do an outstanding job supporting our teachers in the classroom by raising money for additional teaching supplies and by volunteering in the classroom.  More information can be found on our website under our PTA and PTSA links.  

Peer Mediation (M.S. Only)

Hickory Hills practices conflict resolution through peer mediation.  Trained students are available to help students handle conflicts before they become confrontations resulting in school discipline.
Principal’s Advisory Council

The Principal’s Advisory Council (PAC) is a democratic body made up of parents, students, and staff members.  The main objective of the council is to improve communication throughout the community and to make important decisions through the process of consensus for school improvement.  Membership application forms are sent home the first week of school with students and can be found on the school website.  Meetings take place once a month from 3:00-4:00 p.m.  
Property

Students are responsible for proper care of all books, supplies, and furniture supplied by the school.  Students who disfigure property, break windows, or do other damage to school property or equipment will be required to pay for the damage done or replace the item.  Lost textbooks will be replaced only after the student pays for the one that has been lost. If the book is later found, the payment will be refunded.

School Telephones

Students needing to call home should ask permission from their classroom teacher to use the classroom phone.  A student phone is also available outside the main office.  School telephones are not to be used for social visiting.  Students will be given telephone messages from parents or guardians only.  

Snack Policy (Elem. Only)

All elementary students are encouraged to have a daily snack.  Each grade level teacher will provide parents with their own policies and procedures for snack time.  Milk will be available from the cafeteria for students to purchase for consumption during snack time.

Social Activities

Both elementary and middle school students will have social activities available after school throughout the school year.  Examples:
Elementary Fall Fun Night – Family Event
Elementary Spring Fling – Family Event
Middle School Mania - Family Event
Middle School Mixers/Dances – Parents can volunteer to chaperone. 
Student Behavior

Students are responsible for their behavior and for knowledge of district and building expectations as well as the consequences.  The Hickory Hills Faculty expects all students to be Ready, Responsible and Respectful.  This code of conduct guides disciplinary actions.  The code is posted in each classroom and throughout the building.  

Disciplinary strategies that are used at Hickory Hills:

· Student/Teacher Conference                       
· Parent Contact – Telephone    
· Parent/Teacher Conference                         

· Student/Administrator Conference
· Time out                                                       

· After School Detention – 8th Hour                    
· Referral to Administrator

· In-School Suspension

· Out-of-School Suspension

Student Services – Guidance Counselors
Students are invited to see the counselors about both academic and personal questions and concerns.  The counselors welcome parent conferences designed to aid student efforts.  These may be telephone, class, and individual or group conferences with one or more staff members.

Supplies

Supply list for all grades and teachers are available in the office and on our school website.  
Suspensions

In disciplinary situations students have a right to due process: to know the charges and present their side of the story.  Suspension is the consequence for some behaviors.  Parents are notified by telephone or in writing when suspension is applied or being considered.  “ISS” refers to in-school suspension.  Students are assigned to ISS when they are not functioning productively and interfering with the instructional process for themselves, other students, or teachers.  Students assigned to ISS stay in the ISS room and complete their assignments under teacher supervision.  Students who do not complete their work may be reassigned to ISS until the work is finished.  All academic work completed in ISS is graded and recorded by the regular classroom teachers.  If a student is absent on an ISS day, the day is “made up” when the student returns to school.  Failure to comply with ISS expectations may result in Out of School Suspension (OSS).  Students suspended may not participate in or attend after school activities.  Students suspended out of school are not permitted in the building during the suspension.

Tardies

Students arriving at school after 8:00 A.M. are to report to the office for permission to enter class.

There is no excuse for tardiness to classes.  Students are expected to be in their classrooms, seated, and ready to begin class work on time.  Elementary teachers will work with individual students and parents of students who are frequently late to school.
             M.S. Tardy Policy

1st tardy = Warning and student will copy the tardy policy


2nd tardy = Student will serve one lunch detention on the next available lunch

                               period.*


3rd tardy =Student will serve one lunch detention on the next available lunch 

                              period. *


4th tardy = Student will serve one lunch detention on the next available lunch 

                              period. *

             5th tardy = Referral to the office for disciplinary action. 

Tardy Policy Cont.  

· While serving lunch detention, only a regular lunch or lunch brought from home will be allowed in lunch detention.  No snacks or a la carte items are permitted.  
· Each student is given a clean slate at the end of the 1st semester.  

Teacher Assignments (Elem. Only)

Next years teacher assignment will be posted on each students 4th quarter grade card.  Classroom assignments are made by the administration with teacher input.  Parent requests are not allowed.  If you have any concerns about your child’s teacher, please schedule a conference with the principal.  
Transportation – Pick Up and Drop Off
Elementary Car Riders Drop Off and Pick Up - The east parking lot is designated for elementary car riders only.  Parents should let your child off at the door before school and form a car line after school for pick up.  Staff members will assist students in loading and unloading.  Students will not be allowed to cross the parking lot unattended to meet their ride.  Parents of both elementary and middle school students will use the south circle drive.  If arriving after 8:00 a.m., students will need a pass from the office before entering the classroom.  Parents will need to notify the office by phone or by a written note when students are late to school.  

Middle School Car Riders Drop Off and Pick Up - The south circle drive is for middle school parents and families with both elementary and middle school students.  Please pull forward to the end of the pavilion when loading and unloading.  Staff members assist students while loading and unloading.  Students will not be allowed to cross the parking lot unattended to meet their ride.  If arriving after 8:00 a.m., students will need a pass from the office before entering the classroom.  Parents will need to notify the office by phone or by a written note when students are late to school.  

School Bus – The West parking lot is for buses only.  Students eligible for district bus transportation will be notified by mail before school begins with the location and times for pick up and drop off.  Elementary students will be given a sticker with their school bus number on it the first week of school to make sure they get on the right bus in the afternoon.  Elementary teachers walk students to the buses everyday.  Only eligible students may ride the school bus.  Students riding home on a different bus must have a signed note from a parent and permission from the principal.  Staff members will assist students in loading and unloading.
Truancy

Students absent without knowledge or permission of their parent/guardian are considered truant.  

Students returning to school after an unreported absence, without a note from home, are considered truant until the parent or guardian contacts the school.

Valuables

Students are discouraged from bringing or wearing valuable items to school.  The staff does everything possible to prevent loss or theft of student property.  However, the parent/guardian and child should assume responsibility for safe-keeping of all items.

Vending Machines

Flavored Milk is available to purchase in the hallway outside of the cafeteria and can be used for breakfast and lunch.  The cost is $1.00 for a 12 oz bottle.  Students cannot use money on their account to purchase from the vending machine.  
Visitors

Students may not bring visitors to school as this distracts from classroom learning.  Parent/guardians are encouraged to visit Hickory Hills.  Appointments for conferences or visitation are made through the office.  All visitors should enter the south doors at the circle drive and check in at the office.  All other doors remain locked during school hours.

Volunteering

Hickory Hills welcomes parent volunteers.  There are many ways to get involved.  You can contact the PTA and PTSA about ways to volunteer.  You may also contact your child’s teacher to determine if there are ways in which you can assist in the classroom.  

Website
The Hickory Hills School website is updated regularly to help parents and students stay better informed.  You can visit us at http://sps.k12.mo.us/hhills/   Middle school parents can access our grade level links on our website to obtain homework assignments and important information for the week.  
Hickory Hills Middle School 

Homework Policy
Guidelines for the Assignment of Homework and
Responsibilities of Students, Staff and Parents
 

I.  Purpose:


Homework contributes toward building responsibility, self-discipline and lifelong learning habits.  It is the intention of the Hickory Hills Middle School staff to assign relevant, challenging and meaningful homework assignments that reinforce classroom learning objectives.  Homework should provide students with the opportunity to apply information they have learned, complete unfinished class assignments, and develop independence.  Homework grades are modified based on students’ individual needs (i.e. ESOL, IEP, 504 Plans).
 

Homework assignments include:
        Practice exercises to follow classroom instruction
        Preview assignments to prepare for subsequent lessons
        Extension assignments to transfer new skills or concepts to new situations
        Creative activities to integrate many skills toward the production of a response or product
 II.  Time
 
Actual time required to complete assignments will vary with each student’s study habits, academic skills, and selected course load.  If your child is spending an extended amount of time doing homework, you should contact your child’s teachers.  Recommended average time allocations per night for each grade level:


6th Grade = 60 min.


7th Grade = 70 min.


8th Grade = 80 min.

 III.  Late Work Policies

Students are expected to turn work in on time.  Students who turn in late assignments will receive up to 50% partial credit if turned in on or before the next Monday following the assignments original due date.  Students will receive no credit for all assignments turned in after the next Monday of school.  Students who on a consistent basis turn in late work, may receive any of the following based upon individual teacher discretion or grade level policy.
 
        Communication with parents
        After school detention
· S.O.S.
 
Students who miss homework because of an absence or Out of School Suspension will receive the opportunity to make up missed work.  Students are given one calendar day for each day absent plus one extra day to turn in their work.  It is the students’ responsibility to request their missing assignments from each teacher upon their return to school.  Parents may request assignments through the office after four consecutive days absent.

IV.  Responsibilities of Staff:
 Assign relevant, challenging and meaningful homework that reinforces classroom learning 

· Give clear instructions and make sure students understand the purpose 

· Give feedback and/or correct homework 

· Communicate with other teachers 

· Involve parents and contact them if a pattern of late or incomplete homework develops
V.  Responsibilities of Parents:
 Set a regular, uninterrupted study time each day 

· Establish a quiet, well-lit study area 

· Monitor student’s organization and daily list of assignments in their assignment guide
· Help student work to find the answer, not just get it done 

· Be supportive when the student gets frustrated with difficult assignments 

· Contact teacher to stay well informed about the student’s learning process
· Monitor students progress reports every three weeks
VI.  Responsibilities of Students:
 Write down assignments in their Assignment Guide 

· Be sure all assignments are clear; don’t be afraid to ask questions if necessary before the end of each class period
· Set aside a regular time for studying 

· Find a quiet, well-lit study area 

· Work on homework independently whenever possible, so that it reflects student ability.  
· Produce quality work. 

· Make sure assignments are done according to the given instructions and completed and turned in on time
· Request missed assignments when absent from each teacher

· Request assignments ahead of time when absent for school activities

I have read and understand the Hickory Hills Middle School Homework Policy.

_______________________________      ______________________________

Student Signature                                        Parent Signature
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