Is your child participating in a Gray Library Reading Program?

Here at the Gray Library, we offer four reading incentive programs for you and your child to choose from.  The objectives of these programs are 

1) to provide students with quality literature from which to choose.
2) to promote a love of recreational and informational reading.
3) to maintain and improve students’ reading skills.
4) to support classroom curriculum.
The Five programs are as follows:

2010 Building Block Award (Kindergarten)

Show Me Reader Award (Grades 1, 2, and 3)

This is a statewide reading program sponsored by the Missouri Association of School Librarians.  Each year a committee of educators selects 10 of the best new books published for these grade levels.  Students who read or listen to at least six of these books may vote for their favorite and the book and author receiving the most votes throughout the state wins the Show Me Reader Award.
Caldecott Award (2nd Grade)
The Caldecott Award has been presented each year since 1938 to an outstanding illustrator of a children’s book, as selected by a national committee.  Students at Gray become involved with these books by setting personal reading goals for the school year. A variety of incentives are provided as students reach their goals.  It is recommended that each student set a goal of at least 35 books.  Each year we have several students who meet their goal of reading all the Caldecott winners.  There will be 74 this year!

Third to Thirteen (Grades 3 and 4)
The Third to Thirteen program was implemented at Gray three years ago in response to parents who asked for good “classics” for their children to read.  The list was compiled by Ms. Bueno with guidance from a variety of teacher and librarian recommended lists as well as books she has found to  have stood or probably will stand the test of time; books that children would enjoy reading by the time they reach the age of 13.  Students who participate in this program are asked to set their goal of reading at least eight of these books each year.

Mark Twain Award (4th grade)

The Mark Twain Award program is a statewide children’s choice reading incentive program for students in grades 4 through 8.  A committee of parents, educators, and students selects 11-12 outstanding books published the previous year to be nominated for the Mark Twain Award.  Students who wish to participate must read at least five of these titles.  Students may then vote for their favorite and the author that receives the most votes in the state wins the Mark Twain Award.  
Incentives such as bookmarks, certificates, picnics, etc. are given to students for various levels of participation in these programs.  For more information including lists of books for each program, watch for letters coming home, check out the library web page, or visit the Gray Library.  

It’s exciting to see the enthusiasm of those students who participate in our Wanda Gray Reading Programs!
